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‘KEEP IN VIEW THE BOONS OF TEACHERS’ | 
SAYS IMAM AHMED RAZA KHAN 


Prof. Dr. Muhammed Tahir Malik, 
Chairman Department of Islamic Learning, 
University of Karachi. 


After a thorough study of many books and treatises of Imam 
Ahmed Raza, | have concluded that he gives much importance to 
the teacher, book, paper and school etc., in the articles allied to 
education. In our present day educational system, a teacher is 
no more estimated than a salaried servant, and the book is regarded . 
as a collection of letters and words. From our teaching institutions, 
the respect for the book and the teacher has faded away. That 
is why the distinction between a teacher ánd a pupil has reduced to 
nothing at our schools, colleges and universities. Today, to ignore 
or forget the boons of knowledge gifted by the teachers has become 
a common practice. One can see often the pupils dancing for pleasure 
on the teachers' promenade, and playing with their turbans. This 
all, why for? The answer is lying with Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan 
Bareilvi that our ideology of education lacks in high and sacred 
values. The Imam Saheb says: "Keep in view the bons of your 
teachers. If respect is given to the paper, the book and the Maktab 
(the school), this undesirable situation can't happen". 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1988 
Page No. 23 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA: 
THE WORLD'S MOST WONDERFUL PERSONALITY 


Prof. Dr. Wahid Ashraf (M.A., Ph D.) 
Baroda University, India. 


` There is no dearth of such elegant personalities in the World 
‘of Islam who have excited and erudited the world over by virtue 
of their knowledge, wisdom and insight. Ibne Sina, Omar Khayyam, 
Imam Razi, Imam Ghazali, Al-Beruni, Farabi, Ibne Rushd and many 
others are such great personalities whose academic achievements 
will be glorified with pride till this world survives. Among them, 
someone is the guide of the Philosophy and Science ( ), 
the other of Mathematics and Astrology, someone the teacher 
of the Ethics and its Philosophy and the Greek Philosophy; but 
the most: wonderful personality was born on the Indian land who 
said farewell to this world during this century. Maulana Ahmed 
Raza Khan’s personality is such allusive and compendious that 
on any aspect of his personality, only an expert of that special 
faculty can discuss fully and successfully. 


Anwar-e-Raza 


Page No. 547 
2nd Edition, 1986, (Lahore) 
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'MILLIONS OF PEOPLE BELONG TO IMAM AHMED 
RAZA'S SCHOOL OF THOUGHT’ 


Mir Khalil-ur-Rahman, 
Editor-in-Chief, 
Daily JANG (Urdu), 
Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Quetta and London (U.K.) 


Ala-Hazrat Imam Ahmed Raza Khan possessed flamboyant 
characteristics. Allah the almighty had bestowed upon him a mind, 


several powerful and apprehensive. He had completed the study of all the 
s most customary prescribed books even in his tender age. The Ala-Hazrat 

je ) had no parallel in the knowledge, both religious and temporal, and 

iments. he was a unique writer of countless books and treatises. Millions 
rkable, of people bblong to his school of thought in the Indo-Pak 

t is the Sub-Continent. 

adiths; 4 

Shariat Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 

ammed | Souvenir 1987 

: of the Page No. 28 

;oetry, 

oetical ————— —!d——— ——ÁU—€ 

nd the ۱ EE 

rophet IMAM AHMED RAZA'S TEACHINGS ARE 

daig-e- GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

n' was | | 

e love Dr. Wahid Qureshi, 

| of his (formerly) Chairman, 

[3 Muqtadera Qaumi Zuban, Islamabad. 

ing the 
'areilvi Imam Ahmed Raza's academic conquests and insight of 
ty and fiqa are manifested over a vast majority of the people of the world. 
:pithet He communicated a message to the Muslims at a critical juncture of 

time when there was nothing but a mess of frustration and indigence, 
and the Indian Muslims were over-clouded by humiliation, ignorance 

oe and poverty. At the present time, our country is passing through 
ir 1987 a horrible crisis, and also facing both internal and external dangers, 
42—43 so it is most essential that.the Imam Saheb's message should be 


spreaded everywhere; a line of action should be determined in the 
light of his teachings and the guiding principles showed by him, 
should be employed fully in order to provide water of life to our 
dini (the religious) and worldly life. 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference - 
Souvenir 1987 
Page No. 24 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA'S LIFE AND POETRY IS AN 
EXPRESSION OF THE LOVE FOR MUSTAFA 


Dr. Jamil Jalibi, 
former Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Karachi. 
Chairman, Muqtadera Qaumi Zuban Islamabad. 


Maulana Ahmed Raza has an allusive personality and several 


speakers have thrown light on its different aspects, but his most 
distinguished quality is his love for the Holy Prophet ( PIL yA ) 
which is greater than his all other qualities and accomplishments. 
ا‎ his books and compilations, the thing which is most remarkable, 
is the love for the Holy Prophet ( leya (۲ is the 
translation of the Glorious Quran or tlie explanation of the Hadiths; 
-whether. the intricacy of the Fiqa or the discussion about the Shariat 
and Tariqat, or the Na‘atya shairi—the poetry in praise of Muhammed 
Mustafa ( lh . ), we see everywhere the glimpses of the 
Love for the Holy Prophet ( LUZ j^ ). Take his Naatya-poetry, 
it is not a traditional and customary poetry, because it is the poetical 
compositions of a Muslim who is very sincere of his beliefs and the 
axis of his thoughts and imagery is 'the person'—the Holy Prophet 


( 


arp ). The study of his poetical collection ‘Hadaiq-e- 


Bakhshish’ makes it clear that Imam Ahmed Raza’s ‘person’ was 
a beautiful mode of expression of the 'ishq-e-Mustafa' (the love 
for Mustafa ( صالب زعا ہکم‎ ). Each and every letter and word of his 
poems (nazms and gha2als) is submerged in the Love for the Mustafa 
( Pe jo ^ In fact, there had been no greater poet among the 
 poets.of.na'ats as equal of Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi 


.( 


in terms of knowledge and erudition, and piety and‏ ) ` مار 


devotion among the poets of the eulogium ( فت‎ ) and epithet 


3 


UF cao» ). 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1987 
Page No. 42—43 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA HONOURED AS MUJADDID 
OF THE CENTURY 


Prof. Dr. Manzooruddin Ahmed, 
Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Karachi. 


The reality is that on reading several books of Imam Ahmed 
Raza, | have come to the conclusion that through his writings and 
speeches, the Fatawa (inquisiticns), and hundreds of small and bulky 
treatises, he has struggled for the revival of Islam, and as a reward 
he was declared as the mujaddid (reformer) of this century by the 
Ulema (scholars of Islam), and particularly the scholars of Mecca 
and Madina (the Harmain Sharifain). ۱ 


. With Imam Raza's many characteristics, there is also one that 
the questioner (the man who asks for a Fatwa for a certain affair) 
was answered in the same language in which he placed his question; 
this practice was so much so that the poetical questions were 
answered in the same poetical pattern and language. So we see the 
Fatawa in prose and poetical order, and then in Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu languages, included in his well-known wort. "'Fatawa-e-Rizvia."' 
| have gone through many Fatawa, and some of them may be 
categorised as research essays of the highest value, wherein he has 
quoted one hundred and fifty sources at a single point in support 
of his views. | 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1988 
Page No. 19° 





32 


IMAM AHMED RAZA BELIEVES IN POLITICAL FREEDOM 
OF MUSLIMS BUT NOT THE UNITY WITH INFIDELS 


(Late) Dr. Ishtiaque Hussain Qureshi 


Books and treatises, written by Imam Ahmed Raza, are 
nearly one thousand in number. The impact of his personality 
and works upon his followers is so immense that any other 
contemporary metaphysician’ could not attract his followers. In 
the beginning of the Khilafat Movement, the Ali Brothers visited 
him to seek his signature on the Fatwa, regarding the non-coopera- 
tion Movement. Imam Ahmed Raza said: “Maulana! There is a 
difference between your and my politics. You are a supporter of 
the Hindu-Muslim Unity, but | am an opponent." When the Imam 
Saheb felt that the Ali Brothers have become dejected, he said, 
"Maulana! | am not against the political freedom of the Muslims, 
but | oppose the Hindu-Muslim Unity. id 


For this opposition, the great reason was that the supporters 
of the (Hindu-Muslim) Unity, with their arguments good or bad, 
had flown away so far that a religious scholar (alim-e-deen) could 
not support this Unity. Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi raised 
objections on some writings and actions of Maulana Abdul Bari 
Farangi Mahali, who has himself fairly confessed in these words: 
“i commit many a sins, knowingly or unknowingly, but | am 
ashamed of them. Verbally, practically and in writing, | committed 
such matters for which | never thought that those were sins. But 
Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan maintain them as a divergence or 
betrayal from Islam and hence accountability is unavoidable, and as 
there is no decision or example left by the forerunners, so | recant 
and affirm my full confidence in the decisions and thinking of 
Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan.’ 


7 Maarif-e-Raza 
Vol : 1986 
Page No. 83 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA STRUGGLED AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF 


DIN IN THE MANNER OF THE HOLY PROPHET 


Justice (Rtd.), Mufti, Dr. Syed Shuja'at Ali Qadri, 
Federal Shar'ai ‘Adalat, Pakistan. 


Ala-Hazrat's appearance is such a commanding stature 
in terms of Knowledge and Action that every man of letters takes 
it to an honour and pride to write about him. This "worthless'' 
man also has the honour of opportunity and has contributed some 
write-ups and articles to Ala-Hazrat. My first compilation in Arabic; 
entitled ( ریا‎ aa (s من‎ — ) has been published and distributed 
all the world over, and this practice is going on regularly and steadily. 


As all the men of letters know that the Ala-Hazrat was born 
in such a callous period when the Muslim Ummah had been threaten- 
ing by different ‘fitnas’ (seductions) from all sides. But among all 
the prevalent seductions, the most dangerous and harmful was 
one which meant to intrude non-Islamic elements in the beliefs 
of the Ahl-e-Sunnat. 


The Ala-Hazrat performed incomparalde services to safeguard 
the beliefs of the Ahl-e-Sunnat. He wrote several books for the 
rejection of the shirk (polytheism) and for the dissuasion from the 
beda'ats (innovations in din causing divergences). He safeguarded 
the place of nabuvat (prophethood), sahabiyat (companionship), 
Ahle-Bait (the Members of the Holy Prophet’s family), vilayat 
(the Friendship with Allah the magnificent). He published crushing 
and silencing answers of the criticism brought forward by the atheists 

assi: ), and heretics ( 92145 ) and apostates 
( م رتدیں‎ ) against the reverred mystics of Islam (e Ae 
and Islamic mysticism (| a ). As far as my study is concerned, 
the Ala-Hazrat had always good opinion about all the Muslims, and 
took all the Muslims to Muslims, did not scratch and touch the 
people's beliefs, and did never scold unreasonably to speak rubbish 
to others. But if someone w uld have committed any mistake 
in writing or speech, he invited him again and again to return to 
the Truth (Haque — els ). This is the method which is called 
the Good Conduct of the Holy Prophet ( Sao ). 


May Allah the Magnificent benefit us from the benevolence 
of the Ahl-ullah (Friends of Allah). 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1988 
Page No. 14 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA'S KNOWLEDGE OF TAFSIR: 
'HE WAS BLESSED WITH THE PRESENCE OF MUSTAFA’ 


Allama Muhammed Faiz Ahmed Owaisi, 
Shaikh-ul-Hadith Wa-Tafsir 
Jamia Owaisia Razavia, Bahawalpur. 


In the field of the tafsir (the commentary of Holy Quran) 
of the 'shorter ayats' the differences of the commentators 
(mo'fas'se'rin) have always been observed, and have been tended 
to establish dozens of possible arguments when they contrive to 
prove their point of view with the force of arguments. But the 
diction of the Ala-Hazrat ( BENS: ) is novel that he pens 
down hundreds of arguments and evidences in support of the expla- 
nation of his viewpoint. Hence his book entitled ( کل لتقن‎ ( 
(the Radiances of the Belief) is a living picture of his majestic 
position, a prinee in the realm of pen that he presented and argued 
through dozens of Ayat-e-Qurania, including the references of 
„the well-recognised tafasir (commentaries), coupled with dozens 
of correct Ahadith (the Sayings of the Holy Prophet FILI ), 
and also argued through the authentic books of the Righteous 
Ancestry (Aslaf-i-Salehin). For -this literary work, the Ala-Hazrat 
was rewarded in such a great manner that he was blessed with the 
Presence of the Holy Prophet ( (P244 |, the Friend of Allah 
the almighty, and the Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat ( ANAS ) 
has himself expressed this event in the last pages of the 
book( `. 7 


When he explained a single ayat, he expounded a complete 
book, consists of hundreds of pages. Throughout the book, he gave 
strength to and provided authentication to the subject with the help 

“of the references from the books of tafasir, and also with the princi- 
ples of the tafsir (the commentary of the Holy Quran) on the basis 
of his deductive methods. For example, the tafsir ( a 2 Z-M A a, si 
of the aya-i-momtahenah ( 4 2 xe ) is worth reading. 


Maarif-e-Raza 
Vol : 1986 
Page No. 143 
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COMPILATION OF FATAWA-E-RIZVIA: 
A VALUABLE BOOK OF 12-VOLUMES 


By: Allama Shamsul-Hasan Shams Bareilvi 


During the thirteenth century Hijri, the collection of Fatawa 
of the Mufti of Egypt, Sheikh Muhammed Abbas Mehdi, entitled 
the "Fatawa Mehadvia" was published in the Islamic countries. 
This was the period when the ''Fatawa-e-Rizvia" was compiled 
in the sub-continent. 


The Fatawa-e-Rizvia is a collection of Fatawa editted and 
collected in the last decade of the 13th century Hijri and in the first 
two decades of the 14th century Hijri. It is a masterpiece, endowed 
with intellectual skill and intelligence, ocean-bound Knowledge and 
comprehension of the Fiqa (of the Deen) of Ala-Hazrat Imam-e- 
Ahl-e-Sunnat, the Faqeeh (interpreter of Islamic law) of his times, 
Mohaddis (scholar ,of Hadiths), Allama Shah Ahmed Raza Khan 
Quadri Rizvi( Adm ). 


And now, that a period of seventy or eighty years has 
elapsed, still such a complete and compendious, argumentative and 
reasoner work could not be presented from any other corner, bearing 
Fatawa-Hanifia, as the Ala-Hazrat ) 202A ) has himself eluci- 
dated in the Preface. 


The title of this collection PCPS Al تی‎ ü PURA 
consisted of seven bulky volumes acco: rding to the statément of the 
Saheb-e-Fatawa (the writer, Imam Ahmed Raza 5 


The chapters entitled oo Nerves 3, داب اوہ‎ 
were divided into twelve volumés,-arid was done so by the permission 


of the writer. 


Even after this compilation, hundreds of other Fatawa 
were remained to be included in the series, upto the demise of 
the Ala-Hazrat, ) gre ). So some more volumes were 
editted and compiled, and today the Fatawa-e-Rizvia consists of 
12 volumes. Some volumes were printed in India, while some of 
them were printed in Pakistan, which we study here. 


In this sub-continent, the Fatawa-e-Rizvia is the last and most 
valuable collection of Fatawa, consisting of the Hanafi Figa. Upto 
the last years of the 14th century Hijri such a marvellous Fatawa - 
book was not presented from any other school of thought or 
scholars. 

'Maarif-e-Raza' Vol: (1986) Page No. 35. 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA REPRESENTS THE MIND AND 
| THOUGHT OF THE PAST 


` Hakim Muhammed Said, 
Chairman: Hamdard Foundation, Pakistan. 


During the last century, the place of Maulana Ahmed Raza 
Khan ( JAM, ٦ is distinctively remarkable among the creed 
of scholars (tabqa-e-Ulema), the great personalities who appeared 
on the scene. The canvas of his academic, religious and pan-Islamic 
(milli) services is very vast. The Fazil Bareilvi has cyclopaediac 
knowledge and skill in the codification of the Islamic laws (fiqa), 
and the faculties of religious knowledge (deeni-uloom). His unique 
insight represents the mind and thoughts of the Scholars of the Past 
(ulema-e-salf) in the fields of Science and Medicine, and had no 
distinction between the religious and temporal branches of 
Knowledge. 


The facets of his personality invite both the scholars of the 
present age and the students of the universities, to read and think 
about the problems of life and universe. From his accomplished 
works the most valuable academic heritage for us, through a 
researchful study of his life and works, we may bring many new 
vistas of Knowledge (Sciences and Arts) into light. 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1988 
Page No. 15 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA SPENT ALL HIS LIFETIME IN 
THE SERVICE OF ISLAM AND MUSLIMS 


Justice, Naeemuddin, 
Judge, Supreme Court of Pakistan. 


Imam Ahmed Raza’s grand personality, a representation 
of our most esteemed ancestors, is history-making, and a history 
unicentral in his ‘self’. 


You may estimate his high place from the fact that he 
spent all his lifetime in expressing the praise of the great and 
auspicious, Holy Prophet ( (Pa u^ ), in defending his venera- 
tion, in delivering speeches regarging his Good Conduct (p=), 
and in promoting and spreading the law of Shariat which was 
revealed upon him for the entire humanity for all times. His renowed 
name is Muhammed the Prophet of Allah the almighty ( L5 5۳ 


The valuable books written by a cyclopaediac scholar like 
Imam Ahmed Raza are the 'lamps of light' in my view, which will 
keep enlightened and radiant the hearts and minds of the men of 
Knowledge and Insight for a long time. . 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvernir 1983 
Page No. 11 
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IMAM AHMED RAZA IS A CENTRAL FORCE OF 
CIRCUMFLUOUS KNOWLEDGE 


Sheikh Ali bin Hussain Maliki ( 432% — (, 
Teacher at the Masjid-ul-Haram, ` Mecca. 


When Allah the Magnificent conferred, His favours upon 
me, | observed with open eyes the light from the sun of ma'arefat 
(the Knowledge and Recognition) from that brilliant and serene 
Heaven for which the permanance and eternity is essential. That 


reverred and respectable person whose laudable and glorious manners - 


are reflecting his signs of erudition, and why not? To day he isa 
central force of the circumfluous Knowledge, and a place of rising 
for the stars of the Heaven of Knowledge of the millat-e-Islamia 
(the Muslim community). He is a companion and supporter, the 
guardian and protector of the way-finders, but the amputator of 
the tongues of the astrayed and apostates by his sharp sword of 
arguments and reasoning, and the man who raises the tower of the 
light of, the iman (belief), is Hazrat Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan 
) مت شر‎ ) 


Imam Ahmed Raza Conference 
Souvenir 1987 
Page No. 38 
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20. You gave us Islam, and as muslims gave honour 
Who ever heard that you withdrew your favour. 


A ELS | Uutsnez3on ts 
21. | understand the scars of painful death remain 
But your post-ablution water can cleanse this stain. 


DUE | teet otros 


22. Who knows what might be the fate of the sinner? 
Dying at your feet can make him a winner. 


Wiehe بے بی در‎ | e بگار‎ EL 
23. For me, a tiny droplet will suffice 
When the virtuous get in plenty and nice. 


demde.‏ | ران او کل با لا ضر 
Kaabah, Medinah, Baghdad look where you may‏ .24 
The radiance of your light is always at play.‏ 
Eam‏ | ہے ری زج بات 
As my supporter, before you | (Raza) bring |‏ .25 
My spiritual guide, who is your off-spring.‏ 


b bool VAR | e Jure e E سس ا ری‎ 


. 10. 


24 


Thieves always hide away from their chief 


` But under your cloak takes refuge your thief. 


1 


a 


. 12. 


14. 
15. 
16. 


17. 


19. 


- 4 ۰ p 7 p ۳ 
DIAA | کت‎ 


2 ۰ ۰ 
. Grant our eyes, minds and bodies contentment 


O True Sun! Lead our hearts to enlightenment. 
bitia ھی نیہ ناک یا یڑ | بے سج دو د ل‎ 


Why then does my heart tremble like an autumn leaf 
When your compassion can grant the weak relief? 


Eg edu gr | gigil بل ٹون سے پا‎ 


. Who am | with all my sins insignificant 
When your word saves millions in my predicament. 


Zee | P eft Ue 


O master! your kindness made me lazy 
Now fear of accountability drives me crazy. 


VE اس‎ utn ea | poop Biber 


Don't send your servants to others, O master! 
Peace is near Rap کت 5 جو‎ 





lama us Sintal, 2009 T 
You are a righteous, forgiving, elevated being. 


the A‏ | ا ناخ دشا نع لب ما یا 


Your decisions are final in every matter | 
| beseech you change my fate for the better. 


o | ant 


. Allah has given you such an authority 


Pray, return my sinful heart to purity. 
ker ond | onte aek 


No one else in the world | wish to meet 
My cherished desire is to die at your feet. 





کت کے 





20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 
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ہج وو 

YOUR GENEROSITY IS BOUNDLESS 
Translated by: Prof. G. D. ` Qureshi... 


Your generosity is boundless, O Allah's Messenger! 
For you always grant every wish of your seeker. ae 
ترا‎ won | "ee or 


From your drop flow waves of magnanimity 
From your particle emerge stars of rare luminosity. 


VOID phot | Ppl UR PES | 


O master of the heavenly river! you are so kind 
The needs of the thirsty are dear to your mind. 
Uae Lurk! | نشین ہے ہاش سی فلا‎ Nc 
People learn the art of generosity at your door 
The most virtuous walk humbly on your floor. 
ں ہے لے رتا ترا‎ [Zhe der pe lal 


مم 


How can the earthly beings understand your grandeur 
When the heavenly beings are dazzled by your splendour? 


za bU‏ وک uei‏ روا عرش VE ee‏ تر 


Heaven, earth and world you feed 
Who then is the host? You are, indeed. 


آماںخلن' نخان زان ان | فادات ب کک ترا ترا 


Since you arc Allah's beloved, yours is ever ything 
In love mine and thine does not apply to anything. 


í 7 T مس‎ | P ad 
VE MU Ueber pe o اک کی‎ ١یک‎ 


Those at you: feet noid distinguished place 
They find your feet brighter than anybody's face. 


VE aar f | کین‎ nU تی ہیں‎ 
Not a well, but an ocean | want for a start 
But from your hand a splash contents my heert. 


Eee eu | e eoru i 
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have been described separately but in the end the poet says that 
all these excellent parts put together give us a glimpse of the 
greatness and wholeness of the personality of our Prophet. This 
couplet refreshes in our mind Allah's revelation to the effect that 
He has created this Universe for the sake of His beloved Prophet : 
conversely, if He had not created the Prophet, He would not have 
created the Universe. The more we read Imam Ahmed Raza's couplet 
the more convinced we are about the truth, which it so successfully 
expressed. 


(c) The physical beauty of the Prophet is praised by Imam 
Ahmed Raza in this couplet : Sar taa baqadam hay tanay Sultan-e- 
zaman phool ; lab phool, dehan phool, zaqan phool, badan phool 
(From head to foot the person of the ruler (Prophet) of this universe 
is like a flower : lips are a flower, mouth is a flower, dimple is a 
flower, body is a flower). Here the effect has been achieved through 
repetition of the word (phool) 'flower' five times, which raises the 
image of a flower in all its freshness, tenderness and attractive colour. 
Besides this visual effect the sound of the same letter again and 

. again is pleasant to the ear to the reader or the listener. The use of 
language is very successful and imaginative. The word “flower” 
. becomes more and more vivid as we read through this poem. 
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Religious poetry becomes limiting and limited, if it begins 
with sheer convention and ends with dogma. But it becomes 
transcending and limitless if it begins with ‘love’ and ends with 
"ture belief". Imam Ahmed Raza's.religious poetry deserves to 
be placed in the latter category. His choice of appropirate words, 
his poetic diction, his spontaneous overflow of emotions and whole- 
hearted devotion to millions of the inner and outer dimensions of 
the personality of the Prophet of Islam have imbued his poetry with 
a Spirit of hope for attaining Spiritual Salvation in the next world 
and ecstasy in living a righteous life in this world. This spirit inspires 
the reader and transforms him into a good human being and better 
religious person in his own insight and vision of God. 


Now we would like to demonstrate a few qualities of his 
work by quoting some couplets. Our selection should not mislead 
any reader about the remaining poetry. It is all gold, and more 
precious than any other form of gold because it is Spiritual gold. 
The only difference between the selected couplets and those not 
selected by us is that the qualities inherent in different couplets 
are different. Let us begin with Imam Ahmed Raza's three couplets 
to show his successful method of poetic communication of his 
feeling of reverence for the Prophet of Islam, may peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him. 


(a) Imam Ahmed Raza says : Quran se main nay Naat goeey 
seekhee (I have learnt the art of composing poems in praise of the 
Prophet from the Holy Quran). This couplet tells us that Imam 
Ahmed Raza is in a humble way engaged in the same sort of creative 
and ennobling activity as the Holy Quran. Allah says that Prophet 
Muhammad, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, is his 
beloved and there are numerous praises of the beloved in the Holy 
Quran. It is a very delicate area to make a statement on. But we find 
that Imam Ahmed Raza's emotions, words, humility, and absolute 
submission to the will of Allah are radiating through his 708 
diamond. 


(b) Without going out of the limits prescribed by the Shariah, 
Imam Ahmed Raza pays a glowing, ever-broadening and never-ending 
tribute to the Prophet in the tradition of Muslim Sufis. He says : 
Zaahir baatin awwal-aakhir, zeb-e-faroo-o-zen-e-Usool ; Bagh-e-Risalat 
main haytu gul, ghuncha, jar, pattee, shaakh (Manifest and hidden, 
first and last, beauty of branches ; vital to the centre. Actually in 
the garden of Prophethood you are the flower, bud, root, leaf and 
the branch). Mark the imagery of the flower in the garden. The parts 
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Imam Ahmad Raza's Collection of Religious 
Poetry : HADAAIQ-E-BAKHSHISH 


By Prof. G.D. Qureshi 


Imam Ahmed Raza (1856-1921) was a genius. His main 
jnterest in life was theology but like many other men of genius 
‘he demonstrated his proficiency in a number of disciplines of human 

knowledge. Just to name only a few areas of his outstanding achieve- 

ments, we may mention (a) his translation of Holy Quran into 
Urdu language (Kanzul Iman, 1911), (b) his verdicts on Islamic 
Law covering a period of fifty years (Fatawa Ragviyah, published 
posthumously), (c) treatises on Mathematics and Muslim identity 
in the British India, and (d) his immortal collection of religious 
poetry (Hadaaiq-e-Bakhshish, 1907). 


He belonged to an illustrious family of Muslim theologians, 
and his mother tongue was Urdu language. As part of his training 
as a Muslim Jurist he attained the highest level of proficiency in 
Persian and Arabic. Since he was linguistically preconscious he 
became well -versed in Hindi as well, which was spoken by a vast 
number of Indian. people, numerically only next to Urdu language. 


So, we are bound to say that his linguistic skills and poetic gifts 
manifest m through Urdu, Persian, Arabic and Hindi 
languages. 


^ Hadaaiq-e- -Bakhshish’’ consists of two volumes. The first 
volume consists of 103 pages and there are 80 poems of varying 
length in it. The second volume consists of 94 pages and there are 
28 long poems in it. The spontaneous quality of his spiritual poetry 
is extremely charming. The range of his vocabulary includes all the 
four languages, namely Urdu, Persian, Arabic and Hindi. There 
is, however, one poem in volume one of ten couplets, in which every 
` couplet is written in these four languages with immaculate dexterity 
in four equal parts. Artistically and linguistically it is a rare accom- 
plishment. The greatest quality of this poem is that despite this 
diversity of languages in this poem the unity of theme is superb 
by any standard of poetic evaluation. 
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He proposed the following three point guidelines: 


. The Muslims should settle their conflicts by mutual consulta- 


tion, so that crores which are squandered in unnecessary 
litigation may be saved. 


. The rich Muslims of. Bombay, Calcutta, Rangoon, Madras and 


Hyderabad should set-up banks for their Muslim brethren. 


. The Muslims should not purchase anything from Non-Mus- 


lims. They should have business dealings with the Muslims 
only. 


The far reaching impact on economical life of Muslims may 
be imagined. 


After consideration | thought that the fee for money order 


‘is the payment for the service as the post office makes the 


payment to the addressee and returns the receipt to me. Thus 
the payment through money order was being done for years. 
Now Mr. Rasheed Ahmed Gangohi has declared that the fee 
for money order is interest and therefore forbidden. 


Please guide us. 


Solution: 


| have seen that fatwa (of Mr. Rasheed Ahmed Gangohi) 
were he has declared that these two annas (money order 
fees) is interest but this can be declared only by a person who 


: does not know that purpose of this payment. Perhaps he 


does not know that the post office is the shop of a common 
vendor . which has been opened for recovery of 
charges for the services rendered. These two annas are only 
charges for taking the money to the receipient and bringing 
the receipt back as the charges are paid on envelope and 
parcel etc. This is in fact not the payment of interest. 


We have abridged the text. The detail may be seen in 8 
Volume 11 page 26 to page 40 where the references from thirty 
books have been given. Remarkable point is that the reply was 
written from a village where Ala Hazrat had gone for four months 
and he requested Mr. Abdul Sami to send its receipt at the Barielly 
address. How these 30 books were referred! 
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it may be noted that how simply the modern concept of . 


negotiation has been dealt. 


(Fatawa-e-Razvia Vol. VII Page: 288) 

Problem: 5 l ; 

Camp Merrut Bazar Lal Kurti from Mr. Abdul Sami. | seek 
your opinion in the matter that we pay the amount to poor 
people. To some two rupees (in about 1871 A.D.) and to 
some three rupees are paid. Four or five persons told me 
that for two rupees we have to travel from our places (to 
Merrut) and equal amount is spent on fare. Therefore the 
amount may be sent by monety order. | 


His brilliance, talent, God-Gifted ability, skill and intelligence 
were neither recognised in his time nor acknowledged properly after 


him. 


He was painted as orthodox and biased person. An interesting 
and eye opener admission comes from a learned man of Deoband, 
Maulvi Siraj Ahmed, who acknowledged that "we were forbidden to 
read the books authoured by Maulvi Ahmed Raza, saying that they 
were not the research work and were not worth reading. | wanted to 
solve a problem regarding inheritance and was not satisfied with the 
replies from the learned ones of Deoband, Delhi and Saharanpur. | 
also referred to Maulvi Ahmed Raza Khan. The reply received from 
him helped me in understanding the problem and its solution. | got 
other books written by him and they changed me altogether and 
‘corrected my ud (Maarif-e-Raza, Vol. 8 page: 96). 


Aala Hazrat is, we believe, one of those learned people who 
have been referred to in Hadees-e-Mubarak: 


| 4 ^ 
)م‎ 2 4,5 01 SID i d ^75 
۱ dL علما انی کا شیار بی‎ 
i ^ ^» 
E ' The learned. people among my followers are like messengers 
sent to people of Israel. i 


Economics is also a subject, he has deliberated upon. The 
economical guidelines he proposed in 1912 are in fact charter for 
Muslims and had the Muslim leaders and businessmen at that time 
adopted these it would have been a different story. 


The Muslim leaders and businessmen realised very late when 
Khawaja Nazimuddin established Muslim Chamber of Commerce, 
and Habib Family at Bombay established Habib Bank in 1941. 
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and owe Rs. 200/= to Umro. Umro should not use the 
commodity, if it is left in mortgage. 


(Fatawa-e-Razvia Vol. VII Page: 121) 


Problem: 3 - 
Zaid told Umro "You purchase the goods worth one rupee 
and | will purchase from you for one rupee and one anna but 
will pay after one month as | do not have money.” 


Is this excess permissible? 


Solution: 
Permissible but if the intention of adding one anna is because 
it is a debt, then it is not correct. (It means it should be a 
transaction of sale and purchase and not a loan) | 


(Fatawa Razvia Vol. VII Page: 57) 
Problem: 4 | s 
1) Zaid said to Umro that Bakar owed him money. He should 
recover and keep with him and use it and he would take 
whenever he is in need. | 


2) Zaid sold one thousand rupees note for rupees twelve hund- 
red for four months to Umro and got his undertaking in 
writing. Then Zaid purchased eleven hundred rupees note for 
rupees twelve hundred from Bakar and for satisfaction gave 
the undertaking of Umro to Bakar and told him to recover " 
from Umro. 


3) Zaid sold one thousand rupees note for eleven hundred 
rupees to Umro and on the condition that one hundred 
should be paid in cash immediately and the balance of one 
thousand after the expiry of the period and also got under- 
taking by Umro in writing. Then Zaid purchased from Bakar 
one thousand rupees note for rupees one thousand and fifty 
and paid rupees fifty immediately and gave the undertaking 
of Umro to Bakar. 


Are these transactions permissible? 


Solution: 
1) Permissible 
2) Permissible 
3) Permissible 
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We acknowledge and admit for any mistake in translating the 
theme of these fatawas: 


Problem: 1 
One person wants to take loan of Rs. 100/- and the other 
person wants to give the loan. How it should be documented 
and also the lender does not want to give loan without any 
extra amount? | 


Problen 


Solution: 

An easy solution is as under: 
` The payer should not give a loan. Instead he should sell the Solutio 
note. For example, the person who wants one hundred 

rupees to be repaid in one year and the payer warits some 
profit on it. The payer should sell one hundred rupees note 
for say rupees one hundred and twelve to be repaid in one 


ear. 
سو‎ ۱ Problen 
Af the purchaser repays in six months then the seller should 1) 
` accept only one hundred and six rupees. 


In the alternate the payer should give a loan of rupees one 
hundred and the debtor should give some of his movable 
property for safe keeping to the creditor and say that for 
safe keeping he would pay, say one rupee per month. 


2) 


(Fatawa-e-Rizvia Vol. VII Page: 121) 


Problem:2 

^ A. Zaid wants to take Rs. 150/— from Umro a loan free of 
interest and Umro wants to earn some profit on it which 
should not be interest, How the transaction may take place? 


3) 


Solution: | 
` — An easy solution is as under: 


Zaid who wants loan should sell something such as utensils 
or cloth to Umro for Rs. 150/=. Umro should purchase and 
` pay Rs. 150/= to Zaid. Either in the same sitting or some 
other time Umro may resell the same item for Rs. 200/= to 
Zaid, to be paid in one year. Zaid should purchase it. Now 
for the repayment may mortgage the same cómmodity to 
Umro, if they agree or Zaid would get his commodity back 


Solutio 
1) 
2) 
3) 


E "—————Á EE m vorderen n —Ó سے‎ WC AER RLU ERE روز‎ T v tt rs Eme یج ہے ۔‎ tei 
—M — — à em m کہ شر دس‎ 5pA-----—-—————— ENACT ORCC ETE ہے‎ FENCED OIE SLES SSE TD OLE LT IC CT LC AE AO سد‎ IIT ES 
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while translating forgot that Hadees-e-Mubarak where it has been 


. declared that one can not be a true follower unless one loves and 


respects Rasul-Allah Sallullaho Alaihe Wasallum above every thing. 
One can not think even a word with the flair of minutest disrespect. 
Hazrat Ahmed Raza used the meaning which was appropriate to the 
occasion. He did not coin the meaning. It was there but only a real 
momin could use it. 2 


Ala Hazrat in his "Fatawae Razvia" in replies to questions 
has dealt the money matters, business transactions and commercial 
contracts thoroughly and in simple language. 


in 1977 Council of Islamic Ideology was established to evolve 
the methodology to introduce non-interest based system in banking 
and financing. The passage of Modarba Ordinance also made the 
system more complicated. 


In our opinion it was right time to consult the books and 
fatawas of Ala Hazrat. Had it been done with open mind and 
thorough understanding the task would have been much easy. 


His fatwa on currency notes is revolutionary one and unique 
example of his exegetical skills. He has dealt with minute details of 
every aspect of currency notes covering seventy two pages from 126 
to 197 in Vol. VII of Fatawae Razvia. 


In short Ala Hazrat has declared that currency notes are 
commodity like any other commodity and may be transacted for a 
price more or less than the value printed on it. 


Had this fatwa been discussed in depth by the Council of _ 
Islamic Ideology, it would have presented convenient methods for 
short term financing. | 


The fatwas and the discussions of Ala Hazrat are worth 
reading and we wanted to present most of them which relate to 
economic activities, mortgage, transfer of property, and other 
aspects. 


However, we give some of his fatawas in connection with 
commercial transactions and money matters to support our stand. 
That, had these been given due understanding it would have been a 
very easy and convenient task to transform the economy in terms of 
Islamic values. | 
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His exegetical skill makes him distinct from others who have 
translated and interpreted Quran. To quote one example we repro- 
duce one verse from Maarif-e-Raza (1988) Vol. ۷۱۱۱ page 35: 


۱ ane 2 ےم راص ر ره‎ 
(7:94 لصا صدی رالنشرح‎ ias 
a) “Did He not find you wandering and guide you’’. (an English 


translation published in Beirut) 


b)And He found thee wandering and He gave the guidance. 
(Abdullah Y ousuf Ali) 


c) And found thee lost on the way and guided thee. 
(Muhammad Asad) 


d) And He found thee wandering in search for him and guided 
thee unto Himself. 
(Molvi Sher Ali Oadiani) 


e) And He found thee wandering, so He guided thee. 
(Abdul Majid Daryabadi) 


f) And found thee groping, so He showed the way 
(Maulana Muhammad Ali Lahori Qadiani) 


g) And He found you uninformed of Islamic Laws so He told 


you the way of Islamic Laws. 
| (Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi) 


h) Did He not find. thee erring and guide thee. (Arberry) 
i) Did He not find thee wandering and direct thee. (Pickthal) 


j) And saw thee unaware of thy way so showed you straight 


way. 
(Maulana Fateh Muhammad Jallendhri) 


k) And He fbund you drown in His love therefore gave way 


-unto Him. 
(Ahmed Raza) 


The Arabic word (d (ضا‎ has many different meanings and in 
| terms of literature the meaning translated by all of them is correct 
but all the ten translators were devoid of love, devotion, respect and 
reverence to Sarkar-e-Do-Aalam Sallullaho Alaihe Wasallum and 
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A FORGOTTEN OMNISCIENT 
BY 


RASHID H. QADRI 


A savant, an omniscient of his calibre is difficult to match. 
One is surprised and left only to praise Allah Almighty when one 
learns that Ala Hazrat had completed his academic curriculum when 
he was just 13 years 10 months and 5 days of age. 


He himself had admitted and declared that he was authority 
in fifty nine different subjects. He counted and referred to these 
subjects in the notation made in the certificate of authority (سنداجازت)‎ 
issued to the learned people of Mekka. 


The certificate of authority is issued by the one who himself 
has been acknowledged as authority and he through the Certificate 
authorises the one declared to be competent in the subjects referred 
to in the certificate. It is not like present day degrees. It is issued 
only when one has been tested and considered to be eligible for the 
honour. E 


In the certificate Hazrat Imam Anmed Raza Rahmatullah 
Alaih has declared that 21 subjects he has learnt from his father and 
38 subjects he has mastered without any guidance and teaching from 
any teacher or mentor. 


The incidence of Dr. Ziauddin is known to every body. Dr. 
Ziauddin, a world class authority on mathematics when wanted to go 
to Germany, to solve a problem, was advised to consult Ala Hazrat. 
Reluctantly he visted Bareilly and was astounded to get the problem 
solved in no time, Another equally surprising event was when at the 
beginning of Ramzanul Mubarak someone informed Ala Hazrat that 


a suitable Hafiz-e-Quran (one who has memorised, the whole Quran ^ 


and leads the "Taraveeh"', special prayer in Ramzan) was not availa- 
ble, Ala Hazrat with all humbleness promised to lead the prayers 
though he had not memorised the Quran and was not expected to 
lead the Taraveeh prayers. It is said that during the day he used to 
memorise and in the night repeat the chapters with all recognised 
rules for reciting the Holy Book. It was only God-Gifted. - 
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42. Dr. Sir Ziaudeen arrived at Bareilly to discuss 
the scholarly matters wth Imam Raza 1332 1914 


43. Refusal to attend the British Court and absence 
accepted by the court 1334 1916 


44. Letter to the Cheif Justice of Deccan State. 1334 1916 


45. Foundation of Jamaat-e-Raza-i-Mustafa 
Bareilly . 1336 1917 


46. Research on prohibition of prostration 
respect 1337 1918 


47. Flouting of professis of American Professor 
Albert F. Porta 1338 1919 


48. Scholarly Research against the theories 
profounded by Isic Newton and Einstein 1338 1920 


49. Research against theory of rotation of earth 8 1920 


50. Research against theories of Philosphy of Old 
School of thoughts 1338 1921 


. 51. Last word on two-nation theory 1339 1921 


52. Disclosure of secret planning in Tahreek-e- 4339 11 
Khilafat 


53. Disclosure of secret mind behind Tehreek-e- 1339 1921 
Tark-e-Mawalat 


54. Historical declaration against the blame of 
aiding and assisting of Britishers. 1339 1921 


55. Death (at the age of 68 years) 25 Safar 1340 Ah 
28th October 1921 


56. Condeolence note by editor Paisa Akhbar, 
Lahore | 1340 1921 


57. Condolence Article by the Great Scholar of 
Sind Sarshar Uquali Thatvi 


58. Tributes by the Justice D.F. Mullah of Bombay 
High court 


59. Tributes by Shair-e-Mashriq Allama 
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 


MÀ M € Á——n ÀÀ € À i — M ÀÀ 
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31 Conferment of authority by Imam Ahmad Raza ۳ 
on the Scholars of Makka Mukarrama and 
Madinatul Munawwara. (9) 1324 ۵ 06 


32. Arrival at Karachi and meeting with Maulana 
Abdul Karim Dars Sindhi. 1324 6 


33. Glowing tributes paid by Hafizul Kutubul 
Haram Syed Ismail Khalil Makki on a verdict | 
by Imam Raza in Arabic 1325 ` 1907 


34. Acknowledgement of revivisence of Ahmed 

Raza by Sheikh Hideyatullah Bin Muhammad 

Bin Muhammad Saeed Al-Sindhi Muhajr 1330 1912 
Makki (10) 


35. Translation of Quran in Urdu, Called 
Kanzul Iman Fi Tarjumatul Quran 1339 1912 


36. Title "Imam-Al-Aimma al-Mujaddid Li Hind 
al-Umma by Sheikh Musa Ali Shamsi 
Alazhari. 1330 1912 


37. Title of "Khatim-al-Fuqah wa alMuhadethin . 
by Hafiz Kutubul Haram Syed Ismail Khalil 
Makki. | 1330 ۰ 1912 


38. Scholarly reply to the published question on " 
Isosceles by Dr.Sir Ziaudeen.(11) 1331 . 1913 


39. Announcemen of a Revolutionary Reformative 
Programme for the Islamic Nation 1331 . 1913 


40. Scholarly reply to the question of Mr.Justice 
Muhammad Din of Bhawalpur High Court 1331 1913 


41. Critical review on Agreement with British 
-Government on the matters of Kawnpur 
Mosque 1331 1913 
Notes: l " ۱ 
(9) Ahmad Raza had reached the appex of authority and his cer- 
tification was an honour for those scholars for those Scholars. 


(10) Sheikh Hidayatullah himself was recognised as the greatest 
Scholars of his times. In terms of Hadees-i-Rasool "SALLAL- 
LAHO-ALAIH-E-WASALLAM" in every century there would be a 
virgin honour as Mujaddid, the Reviviscent, who will correct the 
people in religious matters who have gone astray and guide 
them to the correct path of Isiam in the light of Quran and Sunnah. 


(11) Dr. Sir Ziaudeen was himself a global renowned authority on =. 
the Mathematices and its branches. 
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17. Verdict on prohibition of marriage with the 
womenfolk of present days Jews and 


Christians. 1298 1881 
18. Check on Movement of Prohibition of Cow 

Slaughtering. 1298 1 
19. Maiden Persian book. | 1299 1882 


20. Glorious poem in Urdu “Qaseda-e-Mairagia” 1303 5 


21. Birth of second son Muhammad Mustafa 


Raza Khan, the great Mufti 1310 1892 
22 Participation in foundering Ceremony of ۱ 
Nadawatal Ulema 1311 1893 
23. Disassociation from the movement of 

Nadawatal Ulema 1315 . 1897 
24. Scholary research on prohibition of ladies 

going to graveyards 1316 1898 
25. Writing of Qasida in Arabic "Amal-ul-Abrar 

wa Alam-al-Ashrar. | 1318 . 1900 
26. Participation in 7 days congregation on Anti 

Nadawatul Ulema, at Patna 1318 1900 
27. Title of "Mujaddid of present century" from 

religious scholars of India 1318 1900 
28. Foundations of Darul-uloom Manzar-e-Islam, 

Bareilly 1322 ۵ 
29. Second Haj Pilgrimage 1323 1905 


` 80. Joint enquiry from Imam Kaaba Sheikh 
Abdullah Mirdad and his teacher Sheikh 
Hamid Ahmad Muhammad Jaddadi Makki 
and Scholarly reply by Ahmad Raza(8) 1324 1906 


Notes: - 


- (8) These two were great scholars of Islam at that time and were 
‘most reverend and respected amongst Scholars. They were im- 
` pressed by the Fatwa of Ahmad Raza and his approach to the 
problems. Once upon Imam Ahmad Raza called on Sheikh Mir- 
dad at Makka and on departure touched his knees, Sheikh said 

in Arabic, "We should be in your feet and shoes". 


ی وی اي وی سس RM DD KD em‏ 


(11) 
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10. Final permission for awarding religious 


verdicts(4) 1293 1876 
11. Oath of religious allegiance and permission | 
to take Oath (5) | 1294 1877 
12. Maiden book in Urdu 1294 1877 


13. First Haj pligrimage and visit to sacred 
places in Makka and Madinatul Munawwara 1295 8 


14. Permission for authentic quoting and 
explanation of Ahadees from Sheikh Ahmad 
bin Zain Bin Dahlan Makki, and 


(ii) from Mufti-e-Makka Sheikh Abdur Rehman 
Siraj Makki and 


(ii) from Sheikh Abid al-Sindhi, pupil Imam _ 
Kaaba Sheikh. Hussain Bin Swaleh 
Jamalull Lail Makki (6) 


15. Imam Kaaba Sheikh Hussain Bin Swaleh 
Jamalull Lail Makki observed hallow _ 


(divine) light on the face of Ahmad Raza. 1295 1878 
16. Revelation of absolution at Masjid Haneef, 1295 1878 
Makka (7). | 
Notes: 


(4) 


(S) 


(6) 


(7) 


when his verdicts were to be taken as final word of authority on 
religious matters. E 


"Baat and Khilafat” as they are called. When a person submits 
himself to a religious Scholarly and Pious person - takes Oath 
or ba'at and when he is permitted to take Oath from others - 
Khilafat. 


"ilm-e-Hadees” - knowledge of Prophet's (SALLALLAHO-ALAIH- 
E-WASALLAM) sayings. As these sayings (Ahadees) are the 
great source, after Quran of commentments. ۸ person has to 
prove his ability of memorising the Ahadees and narrating with 
all the sources. It is examined tallied ans certified by the 
authorities having such authorities in Ahadees. Sheikh Ahmad 
bin Zain Bin Hallan Makki and Sheikh Abdur Rehman Siraj and 
Imam Kaaba Sheikh Hussain bin Swaleh Jamalull Lail Makki 
were three source of llme-Hadees at that time. 


Through meditation God Almighty revealed the acceptance of 
submission, devotion and prayers of Ahmad Raza. 





CHRONICLE 
OF 
IMAM AHMAD RAZA (Alaihe arrahma) 
BY 


PROFESSOR DR. MHAMMAD MASOOD AHMAD 
TRANSLATED AND ANNOTED BY 


RASHID HASAN QADRI 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
HABIB BANK LIMITED 
KARACHI 

1. Birth 10th Shawwal 1272 AH 14th June 1856 AD 
2. Completion of Holy Quran (1) 1276 1860 
3. Maiden Speech | 1278 1861 
4. Maiden Literary work in Arabic 1285 1868 
5. Conferment Certficate for meritorious 1286 1869 
learning (2) | 
6. Incipience of giving verdict on religious 1286 1869 
matters conferred. (3) 
7. Introduction of teaching and guidance ` 1286 1869 
8. Marriage 1291 1874 
9. Birth of first Son, Maulana Mohammad 1292 1875 


Note: 

(1) In Muslims, as a tradition, the child is first taught to read Quran 
as the first book in his educational Carrier. Usually a child when 
is of age of 4 years 4 months 4 days, he is given the first les- 
son, the ceremony is called "Bismillah". 


(2) When a person completes a prescribed final course which in- 
cludes Tafseer, Hadith, Fiqh, Logic, Philosphy etc. in Arabic, he 
is confered qualification of his accomplishement which is called 
"Dastat-e-Fazilat". 


(3 A person unless confirmed by authorities (in the form of Dastar- 
e-Fazilat) cannot give the verdicts. 
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ey‏ دنه لتخم ار جم 
ر ا و "T‏ 
Code; eA‏ 

DUST WE ARE 


Translated by: Prof. G.D. Qureshi 


1. Dust we are; return to it we must 
Adam, our ancestor, was created from dust. 


ا Wee olt ut‏ فا ود ae‏ بر 





2. Reduce us to it in your search, 
O God! Dust is our medal from our dear Lord. 


ناکرت er‏ مم ماک تہ Wee‏ 


3. That dust on which Prophet set his feet. 
For us is better than a heavenly seat. 


MuR‏ ب س ناک ترا یاج را 


4. Sky was hurt deeply by the sharp irony. 
When Earth said, ‘‘Madinah is located on me". 


Weert d ut م ی پشب‎ 


5. Prophet described Ali as 5 father" 
Who is our wise guide and brave leader. 


be er BE Metro اش 2 لتب‎ 


6. O seekers! walk humbly in right earnest 
Under this earth is our Prophet's place of rest. 


سم فا et‏ £2 اس ناک یں مرو We‏ 


7. Prophet's grave and Kaabah are made with dust 
So respect it always every-where we must. 


سے ٹاک erate Dono‏ با 


8. Raza! in Allah's eyes we will have no worth 
۱۲ we do not love Madinah on this earth. 


اد by‏ دی پم دیدب We‏ جم اک اڑا میں Sebel‏ د پان 
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Since the publication of more and more articles and books on 
the multidimensional personality of the Ala-Hazrat, not only fulfils | 
the demands of our English readership, but also helps in noden ^ = 
this great genius of the East at the International level, we request our ; 
readers to please help us by providing English Articles from their | i 
own sources or intimate us at least with the names and addresses of ` 
those who may یت‎ their nup in this regard. |] 


IDARA : 


FOREWORD 


With the noble object of introducing the grand personality 
and the great works of Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmed Raza Khan Rehmat- 
ullah Alaih, the English Section in the Maarif-e-Raza was introduced 
in 1986. It was appreciated by our readers, particularly in the 
overseas who were desirous to read the precious books and articles 
of the Ala-Hazrat, transformed into English from Arabic, Persian 
and Urdu. However, we regret to say that we could present so far 
a very small portion from the oceanic store of knowledge, the 
innumeral valuable books the Ala-Hazrat has left for the posterity. 


In this issue an article “A Forgotten Omniscient”, written 
by Mr. Rashid Hassan Qadri, a renowned banker, briefly reflects 
the God-gifted ability and un-parallel skill of the Ala-Hazrat in inter- 
preting the Quranic commandments and the Shariah instructions 
regarding the economical aspects. Very aptly the writer has quoted 
a few Fatwas and has rightly emphasised that, had these been given 
proper study and consideration it would have been much easier the 
task of transforming our economic system in terms of Islamic Values. 


| The Naatia Poetry of 
Imam Ahmed Raza is undoubtedly unmatched and can be presented 
in the world classics. A review on the "Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish ", the 
poetical works of the Ala-Hazrat, is being presented here under the 
heading ‘Imam Ahmed 67٥5 Collection of Religious Poetry', 
written by Prof. G.D. Qureshi. Besides, this issue has also been 
decorated with English translation of two beautiful and famous 
Naats of the Ala-Hazrat. 


It isa part of our strategy to provide more and more reading material 
on the life and works of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan to the renowned 
scholars and gentle readers at national and International levels, and 
especially to those who have never read him and at the same time 
request them to forward their comments. For the benefit of our 
- -Feaders, we are publishing in this issue the viewpoint of a number of 
well known figures about Imam Ahmed Raza received by us during 


the last few years. 
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